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Stop and Search, Use of Force Scrutiny Panel
Location: Solihull Police Station
Date and Time: 25th March 2026 at 18:30
In Attendance: Jatinder, Norwood, Poonam, Natalie (PCC), Anna, Kate, Sgt Mitchell Darby 
Apologies: Chris, Jim, David, Shez (PCC), Chelsea 
	
	Item Discussed 

	Actions 

	1. 

	Welcome and introduction 
	Mitch was welcomed to the panel.


	2.

	Police Data
	Completed – requested data two weeks before the session 
Ensure that Solihull geography is selected for data 
Please share an updated slide deck  

	3. 
	Section 60 
	No section 60s

	4.
	Review of notes from last session 
	

	5. 

	Dip sample of stop and search 
	Record 436308475
Context:
The stop took place in a high‑tasking area. Handcuffs were applied, and the panel noted that the handcuffing was compliant. Communication between the officer and the individual was positive, with good rapport observed throughout the interaction.
Grounds:
The grounds for the stop were based on Section 23 of the Misuse of Drugs Act.
Was a QR code offered?:
This was not recorded in the notes.
Was GO WISELY followed?:
Yes, GO WISELY was followed.
Feedback to the officer:
The panel felt the officer communicated well and handled the interaction professionally.
However, they were unclear why handcuffs were used in this situation and requested that the officer provide an explanation.
 

	
	
	Record 433218535
Context:
This stop took place in a tasking area. Two individuals were stopped, and one of them was handcuffed. The officer showed strong communication skills and managed the situation effectively.
Grounds:
The grounds were recorded under Section 1.
Was a QR code offered?:
No, the QR code was not offered.
Was GO WISELY followed?:
Yes, GO WISELY was followed.
Feedback to the officer:
The panel stated that the officer performed very well in managing and communicating during the encounter.


	
	
	Record 439877671
Context:
This was a retrospective record rather than one completed at the time of the stop. The body‑worn video (BWV) was activated too late into the encounter.
The search took place in an open reception/bar area, which the panel felt was not private enough and that a more sensitive location should have been used. There was also a reference to county lines, but it was unclear where this information originated.
Grounds:
Recorded as Section 1 PACE, but the grounds listed were insufficient or unclear. The form did not adequately explain the rationale for the stop.
Was a QR code offered?:
No, as it was a retrospective record.
Was GO WISELY followed?:
Yes, GO WISELY was followed.
Feedback to the officer:
The panel requested clarification on:
· Why the record was completed retrospectively
· What the actual grounds for the stop were, given the poor recording
· Why the BWV was activated so late
 


	6 

	Dip sample of Use of Force records 
UOF 1.





UOF 2.


	
UOF Used:
Non‑compliant handcuffing and unarmed skills.
Description:
The officer demonstrated strong empathy and maintained good communication with the individual throughout most of the encounter. However, communication broke down at the point when handcuffs were applied. The individual was not informed that handcuffs were going to be used, which the panel noted as poor communication at a critical moment.

Use of Force – Record 2
UOF Used:
Other or improvised tactics.
Description:
The use of force applied in this incident was assessed as proportionate. The officer demonstrated effective handling of the situation and maintained control appropriately throughout the interaction.
Feedback to the Officer:
The panel concluded that the officer handled the situation very well, showing professionalism and good judgement.


	7. 

	Action noted from discussions for update at next panel
	

	8.
	AOB

	

	9.

	Date and location of next panel



	27/05/2026
29/07/2026
30/09/2026
25/11/2026
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