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Stop and Search, Use of Force Scrutiny Panel
Location: Sandwell
Date and Time: 14/04/2026 17:30
In Attendance: Peter Hoare (Chair), Toni Spassova, Phillip Wright, Brinda Chana, Dilara Begum, 
Sheze Malik (OPCC), Insp Damian Morsy (WMP)
Apologises: Arif Rafi, Lisa Hill

	
	Item Discussed 

	Actions 

	1. 

	Welcome and introduction 

	Introductions from PH,DM and from the rest of the panel for the benefit of new member(DB).


	2.
	Feedback from previous panel
	Feedback from SS 428442791 Insp. DM  spoke directly to the officer concerned and will feed this back into the inspectors Stop/Search meeting later this week to try to ensure that all officers are aligned with details regarding Cranston Referrals.

	3.

	Update on stop and search & Use of Force data from Insp Damian Morsy 
	It was noticeable that there is a growing ‘hot spot’ in the Tipton/Princes End area Insp. DM informed the panel this is because of a concentration on gang related issues in these areas.
PH to circulate the possibility of Panel member ride along with officers to see how things work in the field. 1st opportunity will be the evening of 24th April 
Other dates are being arranged for the near future

	4. 
	Section 60 
	No Section 60s issued in Sandwell since the last panel. 

	5. 

	Dip sample of stop and search with BWV pre-selected by Chair


	
S/S 445168435 was reviewed, the paperwork appeared good, and the search itself was well conducted, however it was noted by the panel that an officer off camera used some very inappropriate language that could have changed the situation rapidly for the worse. Insp. DM will be following up on this and reporting back to next panel.
S/S 445167650 The search was good but GOWISELY was not heard, debatably this could have been done by other officers as person & vehicle were both searched separately. Unfortunately some of the foul language used towards the end of the search was also concerning.
S/S 445166314 The panel discussed some small issues around this search but overall decided that it was good
S/S 436144519 Well controlled search which was very respectfully concluded 
Positive feedback to the officer concerned please. Officer was very polite and understanding during the interaction.
S/S 440819367 was not viewed due to time constraints
S/S 437712611 was listed as ‘no BWV available’

	6. 

	Dip sample of Use of Force records with BWV pre-selected by Chair







	UofF 3917503 This was an excellent and calm compliant handcuffing
UofF  3901069 Although this was a slightly disturbing situation with a lot of restraint used on the subject it was agreed by the panel that it was well executed and the force used was necessary.
UofF 3812341 This was a very good example of handcuffing , necessary force used with great respect.

File 3857938 BWV was listed as ‘deleted’


	7. 

	Action noted from discussions for update at next panel


	The feedback in red above will be reviewed at the next panel


	8.
	Any notes, questions, requests for the next Bi annual Stop and Search, Use of Force Commission 


	No questions were raised that need to be forwarded to the Force Commission at this stage

Requests for a new Vice-Chair were put out during the last 2 months and replies were very scarce but Phil Wright spoke up and expressed an interest in being involved. As Phil is a reliable member of the panel there are no objections to this. PH to liaise with PW to formalise the position.

	9.

	Date and location of next panel



	Next Panel has been set for 9th June 2026 at 17:30 in West Bromwich Police Station
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