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Stop and Search, Use of Force Scrutiny Panel
Location: Online (Teams) 
Date and Time: 15.01.2026 4.30pm-6.30pm
In Attendance: Natalie C, Desta, Sheze, Claire, Matt, Paulette, Sean, Tina, Georgie, 
Apologises: 

	
	Item Discussed 

	Actions 

	1. 

	Welcome and introduction 

	Introduction for new member, no matters arising from the last meeting. 

	2.

	Update on stop and search data from CLAIRE JONES 
	Panel noted the shift in disproportionality when age range changes.
 


	3. 
	Section 60 
	Section 60 Overview
· Natalie Cox advised that a separate Section 60 deep‑dive panel will be arranged due to recent high‑level activity.
· Claire shared Section 60 breakdowns (city centre disorder, Aston Villa policing operation, Handsworth fatal stabbing).
· Section 60 stop searches: 99
· Positive outcome rate: 12.1%
· Meets standard: 97%
· Disproportionality under Section 60 alone: 
· Asian: 5.3
· Black: 4.0
· No knives, drugs, or firearms recovered.



	4. 

	Dip sample of stop and search 

	 Video 1 – Vehicle stop (Chinese males stopped in vehicle)
· Officer explained grounds clearly; panel agreed communication was mostly positive.
· Some felt the explanation of object of search (fraud documents / modern slavery intel) lacked clarity.
Panel understood the grounds and agreed to a point but the search itself lacked clarity.
Video 2 – Youth with knife
· Knife recovered immediately.
· Officer diverted from full “GO WISELY” but panel acknowledged safety considerations.
· Dog unit discussed; used due to risk level.
Panel agreed with grounds. 


	5. 

	Dip sample of Use of Force records 
MATTHEW SHAW




	Video 1 – Drink‑drive arrest
· Female subject highly distressed and non‑compliant.
· Non‑compliant handcuffing & control skills used.
Panel felt force was necessary, but communication became repetitive at times.
Video 2 – Arson suspect
· Fully compliant male; compliant handcuffing used.
· Discussion around whether cuffs were required; officers justified based on risk and arrest context.
Panel felt this was a proportionate use of force after clarity from WMP. 
Video 3 – Mental health crisis / aggression
· Subject extremely aggressive and verbally abusive.
· Officers used: non‑compliant handcuffing, control skills, spit hood.
· Panel praised officers for exceptional composure, single‑voice command, and professionalism under provocation.
Panel felt that this was a proportionate use of force. 


	6. 

	Action noted from discussions for update at next panel


	N/A


	6.
	Any notes, questions, requests for the next Bi annual Stop and Search, Use of Force Commission 


	N/A

	7.

	Date and location of next panel



	12.3.2026 at Lloyd House 
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